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And what relation is he to Leslie Milam?
A brother.

He is a brother?

ry o0 oy O

Yea, Sir.
MR, CHATHAM: That 1s all
MR. CARLTON: That is all.

{(WITNESS EXCUSED.)

* %k w & *
4

H.C. STRIDER,

K witness introduced for and on behalf of the defendants,
being first duly sworn, upon his oath testified as follows:
| | DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. WHITTEN:

Q This is Mr. H.C. 8trider?

A That's right,

Q What official position do you have in Tallahatchie
County, Mississippi? '

MR. CHATH2EM: We will admit that Mr, Strider is the
Sheriff of Tallahatchie County, and a good one.

Q Mr. Strider, did you ha#e oceasion on August 3lst,

I believe it was, to gb down to a point on the Tallahatchie
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River to examine a body that had been found down there?

A 1 4id.

Q What time did you get down there to the river bank,

Mr. Strider?

A I would say around nine fifteen, something like that.

It had,.

Were you there when it arrived?

OO r QO

I was,

Haqd the body been brought to shore at that time?

Q Did you examine the hody, observe it and look at it

after it was brought in?

A The best I c¢ould, Yes, 8ir. °

Q Row tell the jury about the appearance and condition

of that body as you saw it that morning.
A Hell, it was in mighty bad shape.

MR. CHATHAM: We object to that, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Just state the physical facts, not your

own ¢onclusions.

THE WITNESS: Well the skin had slipped - - I would

say it had slipped on the entire body. The fingermails
were gone from the left hand. A ring on the-right hand
was holding the skin that held the fingernails on that

hand, And the entire body, the skin was slipping or it

had completely gone off it.

© 282
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Q vhat was the condition of the head? W®hat did you
observe the%e? V

Q There was a amall hole about one inch above the
right ear. There was two - - well, maybe two or three

I

gashes on the head. And one was long - - well, I would

say about an inch above the right ear, extending around,
about over the left eye. And then one was just a little
above it, and then between there was a short one about an

inch long.

1.!

j ) Q0 This hole you speak of that was over the right ear,

did you determine whether it penetrated the skull?

4
-

A 1 ¢ut a stick about the size of a pencil and tried
to find if it penetrated through the skull or not, and I
was unable to find if it penetrated through the skull.

Q Mr, Carlton has called my attention to the fact
that you indicated the left side of your head and you stated
that the gashes were on the right side. Is that correct?

Will you explain that?

Qg Ne - - it is on the left side.

QO The gashes were on the left side of the head?

A The hole was above the right ear, and it was more
to the front than to the back. And the gash was about

{ along in here, and there was this cut place there {indicat-

ing his own head with his hand.)
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Q Did you observe the tongue?

A The tongue was extending, I would say, about two
and a half or three inches, BAnd the left eyeball was
almost out, encugh to almost fall out. And the right one
wags cut, I would say, about three-quarters of an inch.

QG Was there any odor about the body that ind;eated it
was decowpdsed or that degomposition had set in?

A It was so bad tha; we couldn't examine the body
until the undertaker got there, and then he opened a deodor-
ant bomb, And even then we couldn't get too close, and he
had to use a quart of some kind of liguid. 1 didn't ask
him just what it was, ‘

And he covered the entire body with that‘then, and.
then we were able to get up to where we could tell something
about the body, -

‘ Q You live an the Ttallahatchie River, 1 beiieve, is
that right?

A Well, about a quaéter of a mile from the Tallahatchie
River. o

Q And you know the river pretty well, do you?

A I have known it since '35,

Q¢ And you know the approximate temperature of the
water there at that time of year, do you?

A I do.
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O And about what is it next to the surface of the

A I would say the top of the water at this time of
=i+ - 7 would run around seventy degrees. And the deeper
v, well, the cooler it will be. )
¢ Do ycu know the approximate depth of the river?
A Well, I would say from around twenty five to thirty
‘u the average at The time when the body was found
irele. Uf course, you will find some places deepexr, but
b vhn average I would say- it is around thirty feet.

¢ Have you con other occasions taken bedies out of the
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A I have,

-

Q Have you taken bodies out of the river during that

.7 of the year, during the summer period, just about the

same Lime of the year ag it was then, in weather like we

bid nexe in August?

A I have.

Q Relate that circumstance to the jury, if you will,
please.

MR. SMITH: We object to anything about taking any
other body out of the river. That has nothing to do with
this <ase abt all.

THE COURT: I think the circumstances would be
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i
inadmissable. The objection is sustained.
I Q Have you ever taken a body from the rxiver that you
i knew had been there For a period of six days?
A 1 have.
i ¢ Were the conditions under which that body was in
that river about the same as the conditions under which
i this body was taken Erom the river?
‘ MR. SMITH: We object to that, Your ﬁonor.
' THE COURT: The objection is sustained. But you can
agk his opinion sbout the particular. time that body was in
the river, ﬁis opinion from his past experience,
Q What then, My. Strider, is your opinion based on
" your past experience in taking bodies from the river, as to
how 1oné this particular body that was removed from the
water on August 31st had been in the river?
MR, SMITH: MWe object to that, if Your Honor please.
He is not a doctor, and he is not gualified to testify
about that,’
THE COURT: He is not gualified as a doctor, but he
stated that he has had experience with other bodies taken
from the river from time to time. And I think he is
qualified, '

. ¥
(h ! Q You may state your opinion on that, Mr. Strider,
_ A I would say at least ten days, if not fifteen.
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Q keferring back to the condition of that particular

|
i
|
|
i

body there, could you tell whether it was a white person

" or a colored person?

A The only way you could tell it was a colored person

- - and I wouldn't swear £o it then - - was just his hair.

And T have seen white people that have kinky hair. And the

i

hair had slipped in scme places on the head there, but

some of it was there, and what I gaw, it showed it to be

sort of kinky, or that of a negro.

] @ Was that body recognizable to be that of any part-

icular person's?

o-i oo 1 e

A Well, if one of my own boys had beeh missing, I

couldn't really say if it .was my own son or not, or anybody

ii?f

else’'s, I ¢ouldn't tell that. ALl I could.tell, it was a

human being.

e &,..'__‘:!

MR. WHITTEN: Your witness.

CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. SMITH:

Q Mr, strider, I just have two or three questions ©oO
ask you. I hand you here a photograph that is marked as
Exhibit 1 to the testimony of Mr. Strickland, introduced
here vesterday, and I ask you if that picture represents

the condition of the body taken out of the river that you
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have referred to in your tgstimony?

A That dces.

Q That ig it?

A Yes, Sir.

. Q I will ask you if that photograph éhéws that
skin or flesh is sluffed off at any place?

A Well, you can't tell in several places. You
the darkness of this picture shows that the entire skin
on the bedy had slipped. This was made hours latef, and
it had begun to turxn dark,

' At the time.it was brought out of the water, he
was just as white as I am except for a few places around
that was just a little darker than other places. And
axcept for that, he was just as white as I am.

Q But this photograph does represent hiﬁ as he
same hours later? ‘ a

' A Only that there is some dark places on there
hgs developed.

Q MNow, Mr, strider, either the same day or the
after you and the people got this body.out of the river,
there was a death certificate prepared for Emmett Till,

was there not?

A That's n{ght.

JJage 291
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Q@ And I believe yau signed that death cervificate,

did you not?
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A Yes, Sir.

Q And cthat death certvificate certified the fact that
it wag the body of Emmetk Till, isn't that correct?

A No, I didntt certify that body as Emmert Till. I
said it was a dead body. 1 had never seen E@mett Till be-.
fore, and I couldn't swear it was Emmett Tiil because 1 |
didn't know Emmett Till or what he looked like.

And another thing, his body at that time was not’
identified at the scene, because I asked his uncle at the

} time there at the scene - - could I just go ahead and tell
what happened there? ‘

Q Yes, Sir.

A Well, T called for his uncle. You ses, I héard
about this boy being gone or having disappeared there, and
50 I had the sheriff - - well, I got the sheriff's office
ovef at Greenwood, I got them to go by and pick up the
uncle.

And so then they went by and got the old man,
and when he got there, he looked at this bhoy's body, and [
said to him, "Mose, is this the boy that is missing from
your home?*

And then he said, "I believe it is, but I couldn't
say it is for sure."

And then I said to him, "What about this ring on
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his finger?® And then be said, "I dom't know. T would
have to ask my boys about that.®

And then ! said to him, "De you mean to tell me,
Mose, that he has been staying there at your home foxr a
week with this ring on his finger, and eating there at the
same table with you, and you don't even know this ring, or
that you didn't notice he had a ring on his finger?"

and then he said, "No, Sir. 1 did not know about
that ring. But my boys wguld know whether he was wearing
that ring or not." That is what he said to me.

Q Mr. Strider, do you know whether that death certif-
icate had the name of Emmett Till on it or not?

A No, I don't know.

Q When you observed that body, were there any wounds
on his body other than about the head?

A There was no wounds at all that I could see, On
his back it looked like probably it had just a little
reddish cast to it. What cpuiﬁ have caused that, I do not

know. and I don't know whether it was bruised or not.

But there wasn't no broken places in the skin or

anything like that. And his bedy wasn't bursted anywhere

u—

other than about his head,

——

Q Mr. Strider, from your qualified experience in
handling dead bodies brought out of the river, you know

290
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as a matter of fact, do you not, that a body that is
wounded and beaten up and injured will decompose much
guicker than a body that has not been? Isn't that true?

A I would think 30, Yes, Sir. .

0 and you also know that conditions will vary in
different bodies which will cauge one body to decompose
much quicker than another?

A Well, I wouldn't say too much about that. But I
have taken bodies out of the river that were in there much
longer than this. -

Q But circumstances c¢an make a difference, and cir-
cumstances can vary as far as a body is concerned, which
might cause a body to decompose quicker or faster than
another body?

A Well, I thought it depended on the temperature.

¢ In your best judgﬁent. Mr. Strider, was that not a
bullet hole in hig head?

. A T wouldn't say whether that was 2 bullet hole or
not. I couldn't find whexe it peﬁetrated into the skull.
And I know that T cut a little stick and tried to Eind if
it penetrated or not, but I never could locate where it
renatrated into the skull.

MR, SMITH: T believe that is all.

i
‘s.
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REDIRECT EXAMINIATION
BY MR, KELLUM:
Q Mr. étrider, I would like to ask you this -« - -
MR. CHATHAM: If Your Honor please, we object to m&re
than one counsel examining the same witness,.
THE CQURT: 1 think the objection will have to be

sustained. That will bave to be done through the same

counsel],

BY MR. WHITTEN:

Q@ Just one point of identification - - the Mose that
you gpoke of was Mose Wright who testified here in this

case, lg that correct?

"R Yes, 8Sir; Mose Wright, who said he was the uncle

of Emmett Till._

MR, WHITTEN: That is all.

{(WITNESS -EXCUSED.)

(At this point in the proceedings, 3:40 p.m., the
Court took a recess until 2:05 p.m., this date, at which

time the proceedings were resumed.)

A r kA K

292




i %112, 62D-JIN-30045-FD302

powmat ¢ et e 'PRANSCRIPT-EMMETT TILL, TRIAL Sept 1955.0n Page, 306

.

s wemds that you saw on it, would that change your opin-
»io2 e length of time that the body had heen dead, as
RIS A

A No,

MR. BRELAND: That is all,

MR, SMITH: That is all.

{(WITNESS EXCUSED.)

MR. SMITH: Before we proceed further, if the Court
e, 1o owould like to rééall Mr. Strider to the stand,

THE COURT: All vight, 3ir,

L2 R

‘H. C. STRIDER,
F:zalled as a witness for and on behalf of the State,
having beep duly sworn, upon hisAoath testified as follows:
‘ RE-CROSS EXAMINATION .

BY MR. SMITH:'

Q Mr. Strider, you are the same sheriff Strider, who
testified her a few minutes ago? |

A That's vight.

Q And you are the sheriff of Tallahatchie County?'

A  That's righe.
303
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Q Sheriff, you testified that you went down to ;he
river and found a dead body down'there, is that correct?

A 1 didn't find it,

Q I mean, it was down there when' you got there and
you saw it? .

A Yes, Sir,

Q And you. had information that it was on your gide
of the river, did you not?

A Yes, Sir.

Q0 And I believe you testified that you couldn't tell
whether it was a white man or a negro?

A That's right,

Q Sheriff, have you made any investigatiom to find out
who that body was? W®Who that person wag?

A Yes, Sir, I'sure have.

Q And are you continuing your investigation?

A Yes, Sir. ’

Q And are you continuing your investigation at the
present time?

A Not at the present time, no Sir., I haye been tied
up here in Court,

' Q T realize that, just the way we all have. But what

efforts have you been making to find out whose body that
was?

304
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A wWell, T have had several reports about a negro who
disappeared over there at Lambert. And I went out there
and investigated that, and one man would tell you that he
saw him, or that he said scmebedy told him they saw him,
and then someone else would tell me that someona else
had told them something about it. And it would just carry
you right around to where you started from.
Q But you got no information whatsoever to indicaée
whose body that was? You have not gotten any information
v+ about that as yetf
A No, I have not.
MR. SMITH: That is all
MR. BRELAND: No questions,

(WITNESS EXCUSED.)

*hkkkhk
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