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xQ Greénwood, Leflore County, Mississippi? ;;
A Yes, Sir. !&
Q How long havg you been in that County? . : : ‘&}
A Thirty years. ' ‘;
Q Thirty years? _ . : ii
A Yes, Sir, ' . {i

.Q And during the past four years, have you éccupied ;}
any official position in that County? ' '

A 1 have.

Q¢ And what'was that position?

& Deputy Sheriff.

Q' You were a deputy under Sheriff George Smith, is

that right?
A. Yeg, Bir. ' ‘ i
Q Werxe you serving in that capacity during the month
of August, 19587
A 1 was.
Q As Deputy Sheriff working under Mr. Smith, did you
have occasion to assist him in~investigating the déath or
disappearance of a negro boy by the name of Emmett fill?

A  Yes, B8ir.

Q And-in your investigation, did you have occasion to
( } talk to Mr. J.W. Milam, one of the defendants in thisg -case?

A Yes, Sir.
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And when was it that Qou talked to him, Mr. Cothran?

Q
A It was in the LeFlore County jail.
Q You talked to him in LeFlore County jai%?

A Yes, Sir, ‘

Q Do you remember how many days after the body was
found it was that you talked te him, ox was it before that?

A 1t was after the boy had dlsappeared but it was .
after he was placed under arrest for the commigssion of’ an -
~alleged ¢rime,

Q Who was-present when you had this conversation with
Mr. Milam? .

A No one but him and myself,

Q And you say.that was in the LeFlore County jail over
in Greenwgod?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Did you offer or promise Mr. Milam any reward for
making a statement to you?

A He didn't make a statement.

. Q But you say you talked to him?

A . Yes, Sir. )

Q0 And in that conve;sation-you had with him,. ﬁe did
make a statement, isn't that right?

A That's right.

Q Before that statement was made, did you offer him

"
|
N
|

e N

-—— @ Maa S -— - - -_ - T W N




iniHev, 10-6-95)

44A-JN-30112, 62D-JN-3004%5-FD202

vution of D302 of TRANSCRIPT-EMMETT TLLL TRIAL Sept 1955.0 ‘ Page 139

LI

i

or promise him any reward or hope of immunity afterwards
if he woula méke any statement to you?

A No, Sir.

Q Digd you threagen him:or intimidate him in any way
at any time in order to get him to make a statement to you? .

A No, Sir. . |

Q Was any statement made to you on that day in the
LeFlore County jail by Mr. Milam?

A Yes, 8ir.

O bAnd was the statement made to you on that day, at
that particular time, freely and yoluntarily'made?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Mr. Cothran, will -you tell the Court in the'absencé
of-the jury what your conversation was at that cime with Mr.
Milam?

A I asked him if they went out there and got that boy.

Q When you said "they", did you call them by name?

A I didn't call anyone by name. I just asked if they
went out and got that boy. And then he said, yes, they had
got the boy and then turned him loose at the store afterwards;
at Mr, Bryant's stéré,

Q Did he say why they turned him loose there?

A He just said that they brought him up there and’

talked to him, and then they turned him loose.

W NN el e sk o+
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Q Did he say why he went down to get the boy at Mose
wright's house in the first place?

A No.

¢ Did he offer any explanation to you as to why they

didn't carry the bov back down to Uncle Mose's house after

¥

that? _
A I didn't ask him.

Q And he didn't offer any explanation to you about
that?

A No.

MR, CHATHAM: I believe that is all.we have in

'qualifying the witness for the State.

' CROSE EXAMINATION _
BY MR. CARLTON: ' . v

0 Mr, Cothran, give to the Court the exact language
of the guestion which you asked "J.W." on thié occasion? '

A I asked him if theyﬁwent out and got that boy, out

at Mose Wright's house.

Q Then you said, *“pid they go cut and get that boy Efx

from Mose Wright's house?
A I just said "Did you all",

2 And what was his exact answer to you?
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Q And when he said, yes, but they put him out there
at the store, did he say who put him out at the store?:

A No, he didn't say.

Q And when he gave his answexr to you, did he say “They”
or "Wet? ' o

2 I don't remember whether he said "We". or "They".

Q Now who was present when you had this conversatioﬁ
with ﬁr. Milam?

A You mean when I talked to Mr, Milam?
Yes, Sir. Who was pressnt at that time?
Nobody but me and him.,
Was Roy Bryant presént?

No.

o r O P 0

Mr, Cothran, you were a candidate this year for
Sherxiff of LeFlore County, isn't that right?

A That's righc.

Q And My, Campbell, a brother-in-law of Mr. Milam down
there at Minter City, supported you in that campaign for
Sheriff, isn't that true?

A I think so. .

Q Aﬁd My, Milam supported you in that campaign, isn't
that true?

) ( ! A T think so.
L . Q .And the there was a brother over at Itta Bena who

hf. _ ‘ 138
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supported you, isn't that right?

A 1 think so.

Q In fact, the entire family supported you in your
campaign for Sheriff, isn’'t that right?

A I believe they did.

Q BAnd you are a good friend of that entire family? .

A Yes.

Q And you no doubt believe that they are all good
friends of yours?
Yes, Sir. ‘
and you knew J. W. Milam before that time, did you?
Yes, Sir.

And you all wéfe good friends in the past?

b TR o DR "R B

Yes, Sir.
Q pid you know that any statement he miéht make £o you
would be used againsct him?
: ) A MNo, Sir. .
é And on what day did this particular cénversation .
occur?
A T¢ was on Monday.
Q Then it was on Monday, August 29th, after the boy had
disappeared and before the body was found, is that right?

{ ' ' A YES, Sir.

¢ Mr. Cothran, do remember the ovtcasion about a

139
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week ago wheﬁ you conferred with Mr. Breland, Mr. Henderson,
and Mr. Ke}lum,‘and myself, and also Mr: George Swmith, when
we were all together over there in the office? ' ' .
A Ido. .
O And on that occasion, Mr. Cothran, did you not make
the statement to us that ydu had never talKed to "J.W." at
all about this and that he had never made any statement
about it?
MR. CHATHAM: If the Court please, this doesn't go iﬁto
éhe admissability of the statement.

"THE COURT: WMo, it doesn't; but it is all right to ask

it now. ]
MR, CARLTON: Well, we will héld that for now. But Qe.
will object to ths admission of tﬁis testimony and this ’
alleged admission on the grognds that it was not freely
and voluntarily made, and that Ef any statement was made,
it was made under improper c¢ircumstances Qithout the de-
fendaﬁt being properly advised of his rights. And we say
that it is inadmissable for that reason.
And we also have a further objection to this witg-
nesa's testimony at this time on the grounds that the corpus
délicti has not been proven, and that there has been no

showing whatscever in the record that the body taken from

£ the Tallahatchie River and alleged to be that of Emmett Till, -
S
L. ) ' 140
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that the death of that body was caused by any criminal

agency whatscever,

THE COURT: The objections will be overruled. Let the

jury come in.

(The jury returned to the courtroom, and the proceed-

ings continued with the jury present.)

Q

Lo I B - B s B

that county

A
Q

A
Q

Is this John Ed Cothran?

Yes, Sir,

Mr. Cothran, where do you live?

Greenwood ,

Greenwood, LeFlore County, Mississippi?
Yes, Siy.

How long have you lived in LeFlore County?
Thirty years.

What, if any, official position have you held ﬁn
dd?ing the past four years? |

Deputy Sheriff,

Deputy Sheriff?

Yes, Sir.

And you have been a deputy under Sheriff George

Smith, is that right?

A

Q

Yes, Sir.

In your capacity as Deputy Sheriff, I want you to

tell the Court and jury whether or not in the latter part
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of August, 195%, .you had occasion to investigate the
murder or disappearance of Emmett Till?
A T did.
Q And in that investigation, did you have occasion to
talk. to J. W. Milam, one of'the defendants in this casé?'
Yes, Sir.

Where was he when you talked with him?

In the LeFlore County jail.

Lo I A s 4

Do you remember the day of the week it was that you

(') talked with him?

A Monday.

0 You talked with him on Monday?

A Yes, Bir.
Q@ And had he been arrested that day or was .it the day

before? ’ . :
A That day,
Q Who was present in the jail, Mr. Cothran, when you
talked with him?
A No one but he and myself.
Q Now, before he made any statement to you, and before
You asked him an; guestions, did you threaten him or intim-
. idate him in any way in order to compel him or force him to
f% } make any statement against his will?
& No, Sir,

142
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Q You did not?

A No, Sir.

Q And before he made any statement to you, did you
promise him any reward or hold out any hope of immunity
for him if he made any statement to fou?

A No, sir.

Q And was any statement that he made to you in the
jail at that time on that Monday; was. that statement freelf
and voluntarily made? o

A Yes, Sir. ]

Q Now, will you tell the jury, Mr. Cothran - - and
speak out so the last man sitting over here on the back
row can hear you, Qill you state what you had to say to
"J.W." that day in the jail and what he had tc say to you . .
in regard to the murder of Emmett Till?

A I asked him if they went out there'ahﬁ got that
little boy and if they had done something with him. And he
said that they had brought him up there to that store and

turned him loose, there at Roy Bryant's store.

Q Did you say ﬁhey went and got the boy, or did he say

we weht and got the boy?

A I don't remember whether he said "we” or "I". I

wouldn't say for sure.

Q@ Did he say where they got the boy?
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A Over at Mose Wrightts, .

Q He told you they ﬁad gotten the boy at Mose Wright's
house?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Did he say what rime of the night or morning it was
when they went out and got him? .

‘A No, Sir.

Q Do you remember whether you asked himﬁsﬁecifically
the hour that he got him from Uncle Moée's house?

A No, Sir, _ | .

Q What did he say, Mr. Cothran, with reference to
what he or they did with the boy after they got him from
old man Mose's house?

A He said they brought him up there and talked to him,
and then they let him go, |

Q Where did he say they brought him to talk to.him?’

Up to Mr. Bryant's store. |

A
Q Where is Mr. Bryanttis store?
A In EOney, Mississippi.

Q

Angd Money is in LeFlore dounty, Missigsippi, is
that right? '
A Yes, sir.
0 Do you know about how far it is From Uncle Mose's

house to Mr. Bryant's store at Money?

144
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Q

1 would say around three miles.

How long did they say they kept him up there before

they released him?

A

Q

He didn't say.

Did he offer any explanaticn to you as to why éhey

didn't carry the boy back home, back down to Uncle Moseé's

house?
A
Q
night after
A

Q

A

Q

No, sir. )

Did he tell you where hé spent the rest of the
thae?

He told me he went home.

He said he went home after that?

Yes, Sir,

Do you know where-he‘was living at that time?
No, Sir.

How long had you known Mr. Milam prior to this con-

versation you had with him?

A

Q
you well?

A

Q

I imagine around a couple of years.

Would you say that you knew him well and that he knew

Yes, Sir, I knew him.

S0 that, at the time you were talking to him in the

jail there in regard to this alleged criwe, he knew you

were a deputy sheriff of that county under Sheriff George

145
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smith, is that right?

A Yes, Sir.

Q And I believe it is the fact that you arrested him

and brought him to jail, is that corxrect?

A Yes, Sir.

Q0 Now, Mr. Cothran, in'your further investigation

of this alleged crime, did you go down to the point on the

Tallahatchie River hetween Philipp and Masel where the

body was found?

Q
Emmett Till,
A
Q
A

¢'clock.

Q

A Yes, 8ir..

And that waé a body said to have been the body of
is that right? ' '
That's right,

When did you go down there?

It was on Wednesday morning about - - around ten:

Then that would have been Wednesday morning, August

31st, is that right?

A

Q
A

N 0

3_( 1 morning?

Yes, Sir.
And it was this year, 19557
Yes, sir.

And you say that was about ten o'clock in the

Yes, Sir,
144

I STy

Y - T 11




23022 {Rev, 10-6:95)

44A-JN-30112, . 62D-IN~30045-FD302

swunuation of FO-362 of  TRANSCRIPT-EMMETT TILL TRIAL Sept 1965 .0n JPage 150

0 And what was the occasion for your going to that
particular place? In other words, did you receive some
message to go there or some request?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Do you remember who'made that reguest of you or the

sheriff?
A Mf. McCool, the office deputy, called me and told
me - - - -
MR. BRELAND: We object to.anQ conversation, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Don't repeat any conversation.

Q But you did receive a request from someoné in the
sheriff's office to go to tﬁat place there on khe Talla-
hatchie River between Phillip and Masel, is that right?

A Yes, Sir, -that's right,
and did you there immediately?

Yes, S8ir. .
Wwho went there with you?
Mr. Weber.

And who is Mr. Weber?

¥ 0 P D ¥ O

A deputy sheriff,
Q Did you stop on the way there anywhere between
Greenwood and the point of your destination?

A VWe did.
147
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Where did you stop?
At Mose Wright’'s,
Was Mose at home?
Yes, Sir. He was picking cotten. B 3

And did you pick him up? . ' ,

" Yes, 8ir.

G @ 0 ¥ 0O rF O

And where did you and Mose and Mr. Weber go after
that?
A #e went up on the Tallahatchie River, up on the 5

other side of Philipp. ' ﬁ

————

Q What did vyou find there when you got to that part-
icular point on the rivef?
A Ve found a body that they had taken out of the

river.

Q and where was the body when you and Uncle Mose |
tirst got there?

A It was laying in a boat there at the edge of the

A TR TR

rivex.

it

0 And where was the boat? Was it in the water or out’

on the bank?

A On the bank.

Q Do you remember who else was around there assisting
; i in getting the body there in the boat, and the details
conngcte& with it?

148
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A Well, Mr., Strider was Ehere,'the Sheriff. And chere
was zeveral people around there. There was Mr. Smith, .He
was over there. Angd I don't know just who all was there.
?heré wag several more. '

Q Was there a number of your people around therxe?’
Yes,vsir.

Do you recall the negre undertaker at 'Greenwood?
Chester Miller?

Yes, Chester Millex?

Yes, Sir.

Was Chester there?

Yes, Sir.

'Was he there when you first got there?

No, He came right after I got there.

And did he have his funeral coach with him?

O O o0 o 0 O MO P

Yes, Sir.
0 lAnd X heliévé you said that boy was in the boat:when
you first got there, is that right?
A Ygs, sir.
Q And how long was it after you got there that the
body was removed from the boat?
A ©Oh, I imagine around twenty minutes, maybe more ox
{ . maybe not,

Q What did they do with the body after it was taken
149
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cut of the boat? How did they handle it?

They tock some big brown wrapping paper and put it

; around the body and then put it in a casket,

Q
its back or

.

the boat?

Q

oo o or O oo ow oo r

When you first saw the body there, was it lying on
face down?
On its face,

And was it turned over before it was taken oubt of

Yes, Sir.

And then what was dope with the boﬂy;.John E4?

It.was put in a casket,

Wag the casket out on the bank?

Yes, Sir. -

And who was supervising that? Was it Chester Millgr?
Chester Miller. He was the one that handled him.

And he was the undertaker there?

That's righp.

Now, in the course of Chester and those who were

assisting him in removing the body from the boat and putting

it in the casket, do you recall seeing a ring on the de-

ceased's finger and seeing that ring removed from his fiﬁger?

A
[ Q

Yes, Sir.

Do you remember generally what kind of ring it was,

the general description of it?

150
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A Yeé, Sir. 1t was & - + it looked like a hcme-m@de
ring.
‘ Q Was it silver or éold?
‘A It was silvér looking.
Q0 Dbid it have any marks or identification on it that
you renmsmber? ‘
.A Yes, Sir.
Q@ And what were they?
A’ 1543 was the date.
. Q 1943?,.Did it have any other marks?
: A Yes, It had May - - I don't vemember just whét date
it was,
Q¢ Digd it have any initials on it?
A L. T. |
Q Did you see that ring on the deceased's finger be-

fore it was

taken off his finger?

A Yes, Sir.
Q Aand who took it off his fingex?
A This Miller's helper.
Q Do you know whethgr that was Chester's bhoy or not?
A I think his name is Simon Garretk.
¢ Did you see Simon when he took the ring off the .
{ . deceased's finger?
A  Yes, Sir.

-
Ih
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Q What was. done Qith that ring after Simon took it
of T the body? '
- A He g&ve ig tq Mose Wright,
Q¢ D¢ you know what Mose did with itc?
A Yes, Sir.
Q What did he do with it?
A ﬁe'carried'it to his house.
Q Did you see the ring at any time thereafger?
A Yes, Sir. -
Y . . - Q How long was it after that when you saw it again?
; When did you see it .again? i
A He gave it to me as soon as that boy looked at it.
' 0 How is 'that?
A He gave it back to me there at his house. )
O Did you go with him back to his home?
A I carried him back down there.
Q' You didﬁ't‘drop him out there at Money?
A No. I carried him out there.
.Q And when you took. him back home, ge returned that
same ring back to you? '
_ A Yes, Sir.
0 And have you had that same ring in your possession
! since?
A Yes, Sir.
182
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Q I wil) hand you this ring, -Mr. Cothran, and 1
you if you can identify it as the same ring that was taken
from the body there at that point on Tallahatchie River on

the day that you went over there? (A xing ig shown to the

witness.}

A It is,

Q And have you given anybody else possession of

‘ring since you have had it?

‘A Nobody but you.
¢ Nobody else except me?
A That's riéht.

Q Now, you were speaking from your recollection

“minutes ago when I asked you what marks of identification

were on the ring. And for the purposes of the record now,
and for the benefit of the jury, I would iike £oxr you to

read what marks, ‘or initials, or figures are on that ring.

ask

a few

A (Reading) "May 25, 15%43." And then right under -

chat it has got "L.T.".
Q The initials "L.T."?

A Yes, Sir.

MR. CHATHAM: 1If the Court please, we at this time will

offer this ring in evidence as Exhibit 1 to the testimony
of Mr. John Ed Cothran.

THE COURT: 1t will be received in evidence.
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(A ring was tagged and marked as Exhibit 1 to the
testimon? of Mr. John Ed Cothran by the reporter.)

¢ Now, John Ed, ¥ wish you woul& step down off the
.witness stand and look at this object lying on the floor
here in front of the jury, and if you can, I wish you
would tell the jury when was the first time you saw thak
object? And will you tell what it is and the first time
you saw it?

'A Well, the first time I saw it was out there at’ that
river that morning, laying in a boat there.

Q Was it in the boat with thé body at the same time
you testified of your seeing the body? -

A Thét's right,

Q@ and on that same day?

A Yes, Sir. '

Q Was it in the same boat with the body ox was it in -
a separate boat?

A It was in the same boat. ’ .

Q@ At the time you saw the fan and the body, was the
wire still attached to the fan and to tLhe body or not?

A No, Sir, it wasn't,

Q The wire was not attached to the body whan you saw
it?

A The wire was still on the body but it was not on

N

the fan. ' ' : .1

o=

35T b

SERT et

IR I B TAEE o TPl
z n

W T PR T T a1

T s

o s

[ P R U S Sty




FI 3020 (Rev 1693}

A
wood.

Q
A

Q

44A-IN-30112, 62D-JN-30045-FD302

Cominuation of FO302of  TRANSCRIPT-EMMETT TILL TRIAL Sept 195%,0n ; JPage 158
Q <an you tell the court and jury where that fan has

been since that day?

It has been in the Sheriff's office down in Green-
Who carried it there?
1 digd.

And could you say that the object there on the

floor is the same fan and that it is the same piece of

wire that you took from the boat that was at the river

that day?

oo o o»

Q

Yes, Sir.

And it has been in your possegsion sincé then?

Yas, Sir.

Mr. Cothran, you are familiar with the area around

Money where Uncle Mose Wright's house is situated or where

the house ig that he Qas living in on August .28th of this

year, are you?

A

o0 or O

i Q

Yes, Sir.,

And is that house in LeFlore County, Migsissippi?
Yes, 8ir.

Now, John Ed, how long have you been 5 peace officer?
Almost eight years.

And during that time I want you to tell the court

and jury whether or not you have had numercus occasions to

'“l“lrlflminc-:-:an-:-m-.__;.__
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see bodies that have been maimed and beaten and shot or

wounded?

A Yes, Sir, I have.

Q And since you have, I would like for you to describe

for the court and jury the condition of this boy's body
that you saw there in the boat that you have testified to
and about, with reference to any wounds or abrasions on or
about his head or body? And describe them, if you can,

please, Sir?

eye was about out, it was all gouged out in there, you
know. And right up in the top of his head, well, there was
a hole knocked in the front of it there.

and then right over his right ear - - well, T

wouldn't say it was a bullet hole, but some of them said ic

wag - -« -
MR. BRELAND: We object to what they séid it was.
THE COURT: The objection is sustained.
) Q But there was a hole'there on that.side of his head
- - -7 ) ‘
MR. BRELAND: We object to the leading form of the
queétion.
:J ' THE COURT: I believe he said there was a hole in his
head there. ‘

A Well, his head was torn up pretty bad. And his left

e 1P T S o It e e
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Q And I believe you said there was a hole there, ahd

you indicated with your finger that it w;s about one inch

above the right ear, is that right? '
h Yes, Sir,
¢ And could you describe the dimensions of that hole

by an illustration with a dime or a penny, or anything of

that sort?

A No - - it wasn't anything like that big. It was just

a small hole.

¢ Could you tell whetﬁer or not that hole penetrated
the skull? '

A No, Sir.

¥What portion of the left side of his head was caved
in? .

A Right above his ear, on that gide {(indicating with.
his hand).

Q do you mean at a point nekt Lo Ehe left temple?

(At this point, one of the jurers stated that he could
not hear the witness's answer.)

THE WITNESS: I said it was on the left side of his
head, right alongside his left ear and above his ear.

' Q From the way you indicated with your finger, you

{ 1@ began at a point on the left temple, about an inch_above

the left eye and his left ear, and extending back to a

157
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point about an inch or an inch and a half behind the left
ear, is that correct?

MR. BRELAND: I thing we should let the witness make
lhis own statement about that;, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Was that right, Mr. Cothran? Did Mr.
Chatham state it correctly?

THE WITNESS: I think @ have got confused myself,
Judge. ' '

THE COURT: Then suppose you tell it to the jury, your-
self, Mr. Cothran. Just state it to them in your own words,
and show on your head, as best you can where it waé, and
just what ‘the condition locked to you. .

THE WITNESS: There as a small hole in his head right .
above the ear over on the right side of his head, over here
~ - - and that was all tore up. (The witness hesitated in
his answer at this point) Now the reason I hesitated there,

1 wanted té be sure I was detting it on the right side.

Q@ And what about the front part of his head, and on
his Eorehead?

A There was a place knocged in on his forehead.

Q Did that seem Yo penstrate the skull?

A Well, it looked like it did.

¢ With reference to other parts of his body being
~maimed or mutilated, did you notice that?
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A There wasn't any.
Q Did you notice anything at all other than about:-the
head?
A HNo, Sir.

-

-

MR, CHATHAM: " Take the witness.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. CARLTON:

Q

Mr. Cothran, I believe you ran for Sheriff of

LaFlore County this last summer, is that fight?

A
" Q
A
Q

Yes, Sir.
That is, this summer?
That's right.

And in that campaign, T believe that Mr. Milam’'s

brother-in-law over at Minter City, Mr: Campbell, supported

you in that
A
Q
A
Q
that right?
A
Q

Milam, also

race, is that right?

Yes, Sir.

and Mr. Milam supported you in that race?
Yes, Sir,

And Mr., Roy Bryant, from Money, supported you, is

Yes, Sir.
And Mr. Beaner {?)}, a full brother of Mr. J.¥.

supported you, I believe?
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A Yes, Sir.

¢ And the entire family, gener;lly, have been ﬁ;iendly
with you over a pefiod of years, is that right?

A That's right, '

Q And you héve confidence in that.family. and the
family has confidence in you?

A Yes, Sir.

Q@ And you have known J.W. Milam for several years,
have you?

A For about two years.

Q And he was friendly with you and you were friendly
with him? '

A Yes, Sir.

Q@ And they were right in treating ?ou as a friend,
isn't that right? '

A Yes, Sir.

0 And they were right in feeling that you would treat
them fairly and properly?

A That's right.

Q Now, when this statement that Mr. Milam was supposed
to have made to you there in the courthouse in Greenwood on
Monday, the 28th - - -

Mru.CHATHAM: We object to that stacement that it was

supposed to have been made., He had alveady testified that
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he.unequivocally made a statement.

Q Mr. Cothran, this statement to which you testified

that Mr. Milam made ro you on Monday, the 28th - - or I

believe it was the 29th - - of August, was anyone present

when that conversation was had between you all?

A

Q

» O » 0O » O ¥ O

No,
And
Up i
Was
No,

Was

Sirx.

where was it made?

n the jail there.

My. Roy Bryant present at that time?
Sir. l

there anyone else there at all?

There was no one but J.W., and myself.

Has

he in a cell at the time?

We were going in a cell.

And

arrested him?

A Well, he stopped

got. to the jail,

he made this statement to you right after you

Q And that is when he made the statement to you?

A

Q And had you told him anything that he might say .

Yes,

Sir.

there would be used against him?

B R A

No,

sir.

Q Had you teld him that he was under arrest?

there and talked to me after we

'
B
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A Well, no, Sir, I hadn't.
Q Had you given him any reason to think that you were
asking that question for the purpose of iﬁcriminating him?

A Well, I just asked the guestion.

e LT mp—

Q And you talked to him snd asked him that just as

one friend would ask another friend, is that right?

A Yes, that's right.

Q And just what was the exact gquestion which you asked

him, John Ed?

A T asked him if they haé carried that boy off.

Q You asked him if they had carried that boy off?

A That's right. '

Q And you used the term or words, I“:(f. they had carried
the boy off"? ' ' '

A Yes, Sir.

Q And just what was his answer?

A He said that they carried him up toc Roy Bryant's
store, and they talked to him, and then they let him go.

Q Now, let's get over here and look at this gin fan

r this object on the floor here, John Ed. Will you-tell

the jury just how that fan is made, and for the purpose
of the record, will you describe it so that the reporter
can get it down here? Will you give us a description of

" that fanv?
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A What do you mean? ‘ ‘
Q Well, how many blades are in it?
A I don't kKnow,
Q Count them there, please, sir.
A Eighqaen. -
.Q It has eighteen blades?
A That's right.
Q Are those blades flat or cupped?
A They are cupped on the béttom and kind of flat at

the top.

Q And they are set in there betweén.the metal sides,
I believe, is thaﬁ right?

A That's Qight.

Q Are the sides circular?

A Yes, Sir.

Q And of course, the fan is lying flat on the floor
now, is that right?

A Yes, Sir.

Q And one side is lying flat.on the floor, and then
come these eighteen blades, and then the next side is on toﬁ
of that, is that correct?

A That's right.

' Q And thers is a big, heavy hub in the center there,

is that right?
163
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: A That's right.
l Q And those blades are sharp on the end, is that
r correct?
' A Yes, Sir.
[ ¢ HNow, how wide is this hub across here?
i A About three inches,
l 0 1Is that made out of heavy metal or light metal?
A Heavy.'
Q And is it round or square?
:{' ’ & Reound. .
‘ Q How long are those blades, Mr, Cothran? That is,,

from the inside edge to the outside edge, what is your

best judgement as. to the length of the blades?

A Six or eight incheg, I imagine, something like that.
Q And how wide across is the fan? w®What is the diameter,
approximately?

: A About - - almost three feet,

f Q 'Have you had occasion to weigh that fan?

; A 1 did.

E Q And how much does it weigh? ‘

! A Seventy pounds.

k Q Wwhen you took the fan out of the boat up there at

j(. % the river, was it muddy or clean like it is new?

t A It wag full of mud,
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¢ Who took it away from the scene there?
Two colored boys put it in my car.

@ Did it still have mud on it when they put it in :
your carv -

A ves, éir.

Q Did it get your car muddy?

A Yes, Sir, it sure did,

0 And of course, it weighed considerably more when
you took it out of the river theve than it does now, is
that right?

A Almost twice.

Q Then you would say that the weight was somewheré
ayround one hundred and forty’pounds when it came out of the
river, is thaﬁ right?

A Yes, Sir, I gsure would,

¢ Now, how long was this barbed wire that was wrapped
around the neck of thié body in the boat? How long was that
wire, the lengﬁh of if, from his neck?

A  They had the wire off the fan when I got up there.
1 don't know how much of i; they had off. But it was tied
around the fan before, and I would judge from the length of
it now - - well, I would say the length - - well, it locked
to me like it would have been a width of about that long .
{indicating with his hands}.

185
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Q Would you say that is about eighteen inches?
! A Something like that,
‘ ¢ then about eighteen inches would have been the dis-~
tance the body was from the fan, is that right?
i A Yes, Sir.
Q HNow, this wound over his right ear, the small wound,
was it round or what kind of a wound was it?
A It wouldn't say because I don't Know.
Q@ Was it just a_hole there? '

- A 1t was just a little hole.

-,
Qg

Q And as I understood from your testimony, there were
some gashes or cuts over his left ear?

A That's right.

¢ And these gashes over his left ear, what did they
look like?
They was jﬁst gashes, is all I know.
And how many were there?
1 know there was two.
And how close teogether were they?

Oh, they were pretty close together.

O 0Fr L 0 O P

Was it possible for tliose gashes to have been made
by this fan dropping on that head, in your best judgement?

?( i A You mean if they dropped that on his head?

Q Well, the body was found in the river, T believe,

166
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is that right?

A Yes, Sir.

Q@ Do you think the body went in the river under its
own power?

A T don't know.

MR, SMITH: Your Honor, we object to what he thinks,
even if it is cross examination.

THE COURT: VYes - - don't ask the witness that.

Q@ Of course, you don't kﬁow, Mr. Cothran, wheﬁher,the
body went in the river first or whether the fan went in the
river first, do you?

A No, Sir.

Q But those wounds on the left-hand side of his‘head
wera such that they could have .been made by this fan drop-
ping on the head, isn’t that right? .

& Yes, Sir.- If it had hit him, it would have.

Q And the depressed place in the forehead of that
body, the gash there, that could have been made by the .
fan blades or by the hub, too, couldn't it?

A  Yes, Sir.

Q In your best judgement, was it possible for that.
place, the wound over his right ear, was it possible for
that to have been made by a snag in the rivex?

A Yes, it could have been.
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' - Q John Ed, when you arrested Mr., Milam, did he ask
2 you to be allowed to talk to counsel or to an attorney?
I A Yes, Sir. ‘
Q And what did you answer him?
l A I told him he could eall in the office.
Q And did you allow him to call his counsel or his
I attorney?
I A 1 don't know whether he did or not.

Q Was that before the statement which you testified

ahout was made or after?

t —

A It was before, We went in the office thers, but I

l don‘t know whether he called or not. ‘
l Q All right, ©Now, John Bd, I believe you testified
on direct exaﬁination that there was no mutilaticn of this
l body except around the head?
A That's right. If thexe was, I didn't sec any.
i Q Had the boy's pri%ates been mutilaced?

F : A No, Sir.
© Did his back show any signg of any bruises or any

wounds at all on the back?

A Now you are asking me a pretty hard question there.
That body was in pretty bad shape, and 1 couldn't hardly
- f tell. And I wouldn't want to answar that “Yes" or "No".

At least, you couldn’'t see any.

168
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@ Then you couldn't see any signs of that?

A You couldn't see any.

Q Now, let's éo down to the morning of wédnesday.

the 31st of August, when you left Greenwood - - I believe

you said that dgEuty sheriff Weber, from Itta Bena, Le-

Flore County, was with you?

A

LN o T A v - " - &

Q

Yes, Sir.

Was anybody else in the car with you?

No, Sir.

And after §ou left there, whare did you first stop?
AL Mose Wright's.

aAnd did you pick up anybody there at Mose Wright's?
We picked up Mose Wright,

Did you pick up anybody else there at Mose Hright's?
No, Sir,

and as I understand, you stopped again between there

and the river, is that right?

I did.

And where did you stop?

We stopped at Ray's Service Station in Philipp.
Did you pick up anybody there?

Yes, Sir.

Who di& you pickup there?

i never did ask the man his name.

169
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Q Did you at any time pick up Deputy Smith of
Tallahatchie County?

A Not then,

QO Not on that trip?

A 1 don't remember ever picking him up.

Q When you got up there to the rxiver, and after you
parked your car, could you see the body in the boat in the
river down there?

A Not from where we parked the car.

Q@ And why couldn’'t you see it?

A There was some bushes and trees between me and
where the boat was,

Q After you stopped and parked the car there, d4id
Mose Wright get out of the car with you? '

A Yes, Sir.

Q 2And then you walked down towards the river, 1 be-
lieve? '

A That's right.

0 and when you were about fifteen or twenty yards
away from the boat, did Mose make any statement about
whether the body in the boat was that of Emmett Till or
net?

A Yes, Sir. He said, "I believe that's him."

O And when he made that statement to you, where was

170
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the body at the time?

A

Q
A

"It was in the boat.

aAnd where was the boat then?

1t was setting on thé river bank about - - I would

say, about twenty feet from us,

0 The boat was about fiiteen or Lwenty feet from.you

or would you say it was fifteen or twenty yards away?

A
Q

A
Q
A
Q

Feet,

And wag the body lying on its back or was the hody

on its stomach?

It was on its stomach.
And which end of the bhody was towards you and Mose?
The head.

Now there at the boat, was Mose's attention directed

te the ring that was on this boy's hand?

A

Well, 1 don't know just how - - 1 don't know who

first saw that ring.

Q But was Mose asked any gquestions there about tye
ring?
A That's right.
Q And what did Mose say therxe ébout the ring?
A He said he didn't know about the ring at the time,
{ : but he said he would carry it out to his house and ask his

poy about it,

that he would know.
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Ny m BN = W

T W N N




e -

DO Rey 106Y5)

44A-IN-303112, 62D-JN-30045-FD302

wnuaton of FE302 of  TRANSCRIPT-EMMETT TILL TRIAL Sept 1955 .,0n oPage 175

Q And Mose said at that time that he didn't know
anything about the ring? .
A That's right.
Whét hand of the body was the ring on?
It was on his right hand.
Do you know which finger it was on?
1 think it was on hig middle finger.
Was there any tape wrapped around the ring?

I didn't see any.

Qv o0 P O P O

Did the ring come off the hand or finger easily or
was it hard to get off? ‘

A It wasn't any trouble to get off,

Q Beg pardon?

A The ring didn't seem any trouble to get off, or it
didn't look like it was. I think the undertaker took it off.

Q Now, when Mose got up close to the boat and saw the
body there, did he make any statement to you such as, "I
could be mistaken that it might could not be him*?

A He did.

Q At the time this ring was taken off his finger, did
the skin come off with the ring?

A Yes, Sir.

Q And how about the finger nails?

—
]
LN

1

A I didn't notice about that.
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Q Did you examine his left hand?
A No, $ir. '
¢ Was the szkin slipped badly all over his body?

A

I didn't notice that, but when they pulled that ring

off, it slipped off,

Q

A

Q
scene?

A

Q

And you didn‘t look at the left hand at all?
No, Sir.

What was the position of his tongue there at the

It was swelled out of his mouth.

1

And what was the condition of the body all over as

regards swelling?

A
Q
A

Q

when he was

A
Q
A
Q.
A
Q
A

It was bad.

And was he a well developed body?

Yes, Sir.

And what was the condition of his privates there
turned over?

It was in bad shape.

Were they swelled or sciff?

Well, swelled or stiff.

And were they well developed privates?

Yes, Sir.

How old would you estimate this body to be?

I wouldn't,

123
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MR, CARLTON: That is all, Your Honor. '

THE COURT: Any further questions, Mr, Chatham?

MR. CHATHAM: Just one minute, Your Honor, please. We
wantc. to offe} - - well, T am not in a condition right now
- - or I can't lift this object here, this gin fan, but we
want to offer it ag Exhibit 2 éo Mr. Cothran's testimony.

THE COURT: All right, sir. I think we will just let

the Court Reporter take care of that.

an REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY:

Q John Ed, during the cross examinacion by Mr., Carlton,
at one point there with reference to Uncle Mose Wright's
statement, T believe he asked you if Uncle Mose at that
time expressed any doubt that his identification of the body,
and 1 believe you answered at that time that Uncle Mose
said be might be mistaken; is that right?‘

A Yes, Sir.

Q And at that par;icular time, I want you to tell the
court and jury whether the corpse was lying on its stomach
Or on its back?

A Mr. Chatham, as well as I remember it was still on

{ - irs stomach. Now T wouldn't say for sure whether it haa
been turned over or not. But I think it was on its stemach.

174
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MR. CHATHAM: We would like to now intrecduce these
photOgraﬁhs,-if we may. The writing has besn covered up
now., '

THE COURT: I think the picture of the body was re--
ceived in evidence this morning as an exhibit to Mr.
Strickland's testimony, But the other ones had not been
properly identified at the time, as I recall.

MR. CHATHAM: Then can we introduce both of these
photographs now? We have had the testimony about the fan

: now,

MR. CARLTON: We have no objection,

THE COURT: All right. There has been no objection,
and the picture of this wheel or fan will be received as
Exhibit 2 to the tegtimony of Mr. Strickland.

(A photograph was then marked ag Exhibit 2 to the
testimony. of Mr. Strickland by the reporter.)

{(WITNESS EXCUSED)

THE COURT: We will now recess until ten o'clock to-

morrow morning,

(R X R R
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